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What restriction will be 
placed on my farm if I join 
the program?  

Landowners are entering into an agreement that 

prohibits non-farm use or development of the farm 

land for a period of 10 years.  

The conservation agreement, however, will allow up 

to 3 divisions. 

What happens if I want to 
remove all or part of my 
land from the PCVFPP?  

A landowner may remove all or a portion of their 

land from the program by giving written notice to 

the Advisory Board.  

The revocation will result in the loss of eligibility 

for the parcel to participate in the program as well 

as the loss of associated benefits. If a portion of the 

land is removed from the program, remaining land 

must still meet the requirements and qualifications 

of the program.  

Who are the members of 
the Polk County Farmland 
Preservation Advisory 
Board?  

The Board is comprised of seven Polk County land-

owners. At least five of the members are required to 

be actively engaged in farming. Members are select-

ed from a list of names submitted to the Polk 

County Board of Commissioners.   

APPLICATION 

POLK COUNTY                
VOLUNTARY FARMLAND 

Name _______________________________ 

Address ______________________________ 

City _________________ State____  Zip_____ 

Phone ________________________________ 

Are you currently participating in the 

land use taxation program with the Polk 

County Tax Supervisor’s Office?   
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What are the qualifications 
to become a member of 
the program?  

The farmer must be eligible for participation in the 

present use value taxation program. To be qualified for 

that program you must meet the guidelines below:  

1. Individually owned agricultural land, consisting of 

at least 10 acres, that has produced an average 

annual income of one thousand dollars over a 

three year period 

or 

1. Individually owned forestland consisting of 20 

acres that are in actual production and not includ-

ed in the farm unit. The land must be certified by 

the USDA/NRCS to be appropriate for this pro-

gram.  

What is the Polk County 
Voluntary Farmland Preser-
vation Program? 

The purpose of the Polk County Voluntary Farmland 

Preservation Program (PCV-FPP) is to encourage the 

voluntary preservation and protection of farmland 

from non-farm development. This recognizes the 

importance of agriculture to the economic and cultur-

al life of the Polk County area.  

The General Assembly of the State of North Carolina 

authorized counties to undertake a series of conserva-

tion programs to encourage the preservation of farm-

land.  

The statutory authority is found in the North Caroli-

na General Statutes (Chapter 106, Article 61). On 

February 4th, 2002 , the Polk County Board of Com-

missioners adopted the Polk County Farmland Pro-

gram Ordinance.  

The ordinance provides for the creation of the Polk 

County Farmland Preservation Advisory Board to 

administer this program throughout Polk County. 

This Board will accept and review Voluntary Agricul-

tural Districts.   

Contact Us 

Polk Farmland Preservation 
Board &  Agricultural Economic 

Development  

(828) 894-2281 

Visit us on the web:  
www.polkcountyfarms.org 

What are some of the 
benefits of joining the 
program?  

Recognition & public education about agricul-

ture Members of the program will be given signs to 

post, identifying their farm as a member of a preser-

vation district, indicating to any potential neighbors 

and passersby that your land is committed to the 

preservation of an agricultural way of life. 

Increased protection from nuisance suits Notice 

on the property signaling Agricultural District 

membership and a notice in the computerized land 

record system making those within a ½ mile of an 

Agricultural District farm aware of the potential for 

noise, odor, dust, or slow moving farm vehicles 

associated with farming. 

Waiver of water and sewer assessments Land-

owners within Agricultural Districts who are not 

connected to water or sewer systems operated by 

the county can have water & sewer assessments 

waived.  

Public hearings required for proposed condem-

nation Public hearing held by the Agricultural Ad-

visory Board if the land in an Agricultural District is 

considered for a public project that may condemn 

land. 

Eligibility for funding District members may be 

eligible for farmland preservation funds as local, 

state, or federal funds become available.  

Official role in county or city government The 

Agricultural Advisory Board acts as advisor to the 

governing board of the county or city on projects, 

programs, or issues affecting the agricultural econo-

my or way of life within the county.  


